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A strange medley of nationalities assembled
in the streets of Port Louis, the capital, to
meet the Duke and Duchess. English and
French and Portuguese were to be ex-
pected, but besides the Europeans, there were
Negroes and Arabs from Africa, Tamils from
Southern India, the ubiquitous Chinese, and
every shade of half-caste from the mulatto
to the Creole. The blending of the races,
which is taking place, has been attributed to
the action of the French clergy, who by con-
verting and educating the heathen have broken
down the barriers of ignorance and prejudice,
and are doing their best to bring order into
what has been described as an " ethnological
chaos."
After the usual reception ceremonies the
Duke had a day set aside for some deer-stalk-
ing, which is one of the sports of the island.
An inspection of the sugar plantations and the
crushing-mills concluded the visit to Mauritius.
Next came Natal and the shadow of the war.
At Maritzburg Lord Kitchener came by special
train to Pretoria to greet the Royal party.
The opening of the Town Hall by the Duke,
and the unveiling of a monument to the Natal
volunteers who fell in action, made the official
programme, but there were features that dis-
tinguished it from other incidents of the same